
VMworld 2011 Speaker Recommendations – Tom MacKay 
 

This is my annual recommendation list of the best “rock-star” 
speakers appearing at VMWorld! I have looked through all of the folks 
speaking this year, and pulled out ONLY those that I personally know 
or have presented with, and are the most technically superb with 
content and presentations! Check out the content area of each 
presented to see if that area is of interest to you, and feel free to call 
me for any additional information on the topics or speakers! 
 
Also, make sure you spend time in the Partner Pavilion talking to all 
of our eco-system partners as well. The VMware booth will be staffed 
by many of the engineers and PMs on my list, so be sure to stop by 
to introduce yourself and glean that knowledge! Finally, I will be in the 
Hands-On Lab once again (in both Vegas and Copenhagen) so swing 
by and see me! 
 
Have a great VMWorld! 
 
Thanks! 
Tom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Speaker Selections 
 (My comments below each entry) 

Watch for the HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! Sessions! 
 

 

 
Jeff and Ryan in combination! Jeff is our Tier 1 App Specialist, and Ryan is one 
of our best PSO Consultants. HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
Ford is the primary architect for our internal vSEL based virtual labs, and one of 
the architects behind the Hands-On Labs at VMWorld. 

 
George is one of the best presenters I have seen so if compliance and security 
are of interest, go see him. 

 
It’s Duncan…what else do you need to hear? J Frank and Chris are awesome 
too… HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
Kyle is one of the PMs on ESXi… 

 

 
Gaetan has been here at VMW quite awhile and knows his stuff on SRM! 



 

 
Travis is one of the funniest presenters I have seen…AND he hates Powerpoint! 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
If you want to learn more about Project Horizon, see this session 

 
Pang is one of the primary PSO Architects of Cloud Solutions at VMware, and 
wrote most of the docs for vCD. 

 
Most of you know Scott, who was just in Columbus for our VMUG event. 

 
This should be an entertaining session with this trio! HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 

 
I have worked with Jeff since he was my customer! He is now our BC/DR 
Specialist, so be sure to see all his sessions on the subject! 

 
Ashwin is one of our PMs for SRM… 

 



Rob Baseman is one of our PMs in the Desktop arena… 

 
Emad has helped me a number of times and is an expert for us on Java 
virtualization, and Jeff is from one of my local and former accounts. 

 
Justin is the other half of the Java team at VMware along with Emad Benjamin 
and is great. 

 
Wanda and Scott are THE experts in virtualizing SQL… 

 
Charu is on our Security Team, and also historically been closely involved in the 
ESXi development efforts. 

 
Tommy and John are the authority on View…Tommy as a Specialist and John 
from PSO. HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
The MVP project belongs to Srinivas, with whom I presented in Chile last year. 
MVP is the Mobile Virtualization Platform 
http://www.vmware.com/products/mobile/overview.html 

 
Love him or hate him…he IS Brian Madden! 

 
Mike Adams does all of our internal roadmap training for the SEs. This session 
will appeal to our channel partners and resellers. 



 
Definitely a session you want to attend if you want to know what is new with 
vSphere 5! HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
Martin is a long time PM for us and this session may help you understand the 
Management value prop. 
 

 
Here is a session NOT to miss! (Since Chris is my customer and Jeff is 
awesome!) Chris will talk about how Reed virtualized 60K mailboxes on 
Exchange! HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
It is always interesting to hear the Gartner view, and Chris is one of the best 
analysts… 

 

 
Scott is out of our CTO office and is an excellent presenter! 

 
Again, John is one of the best in PSO 

 
Socialcast is taking VMware by storm internally, so I highly suggest you get to 
know it as it can revolutionize communication inside your company! Think of it as 
“Enterprise Facebook” HIGHLY RECOMMENDED!  



 
Kit is one of our finest engineers, and the topic is one every technical person 
should understand. HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
Kit again on VC OPS. HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
Kit on a VC OPS deep dive. HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
This is an important topic to understand, and Vyenkatesh owns this space. 

 
Are you kidding not going to THIS session? J HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 
 

 
Jim and Jeff cover BP for View deployments. 

 
If Oracle is of interest, go hear Kannan and Vas. 

 
Another session on Oracle, and Don is our main point man on it for VMware. 
 



 
Rob Randell is one of our best security guys along with George… 

 

 
Mark A. is our lead performance engineer at VMware. 

 
Mike D. is one of our best cloud presenters and bloggers. (He has a great wine 
collection as well!) J HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 

 
Alan is the man on PowerCLI! 

 
Ray is another of the core ThinApp guys from PSO, and is one of the funniest 
humans I know! HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
Chris is my EMEA counterpart Captain for our lab on Cloud Foundry! (Lab 13 
BTW below…) HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
My lab #13…come by and say HI! HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! J  



 
Scott presenting on Sharepoint. 

 

 
Mahesh was once our PM on CIQ, but now runs the API integration efforts at 
VMware, so if APIs interest you, go hear him. 

 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 

 
Mostafa is awesome, and this is one session not to miss on ESXi readiness! 

 

 
A Chad session! On vFabric! Wow! HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
Lee is one of our BC/DR Specialists out of the UK, and has helped me at several 
accounts, so with he and Chad together, it should be a great session! HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED! 



 

 
Hemant is been one of our best performance PMs and very good at virtualizing 
Citrix on ESX as well so don’t miss him on VCOPS. HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
Leah is one of the lead engineers from the performance team, so get the update 
on new performance aspects of vSphere 5! HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
GSS (Global Support Services) knows what calls we get into support, so here is 
a good session on awareness of the top issues. 

 
Min is great at explaining SVM best practices. 

 
Massimo is on the core Cloud team, and many of you know him from his blog 
http://it20.info/ HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
Another performance session with Dave Overbeek and friends. 

 
Looks like a cool session with Eric! HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 



 
An absolute MUST session if you want to learn advanced features on ESXTOP! 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 

 
Interesting sounding session by Dave Davis, Trainsignal trainer. 

 
For those interested in VCDX, here is your session! 

 
Deep and Ravi are both performance experts so hear them if you can. HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED! 

 
Jon Dybik is one of the brightest PMs I know, and is a dynamic presenter and 
one of very few MS Exchange Rangers on the planet! HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED! 
  

 
Karl has been around VMware forever, and has PMed many things for us (AND 
he did grad work at OSU! J) so he know owns vFabric and is an exciting 
presenter. HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 
 
 
 
 
So that is my list for 2011! Again, my general recommendation for you is to 
attend a few key sessions, but remember, that you will be able to access them 
post-event, so make sure you have time to do some hands-on labs (that is where 
I will be living!) and network with peers and vendors. Let me know if you are 
attending, and I will try to hook up with you, or just swing by the lab to say hi! 
Thanks! 



Tom 
 
Thomas	
  MacKay	
  VCP,	
  CNE,	
  Master	
  ASE	
  
Staff	
  Systems	
  Engineer	
  
US	
  Central	
  Region	
  Strategic	
  Accounts	
  	
  
VMware,	
  Inc.	
  
9200	
  Worthington	
  Rd	
  
Westerville,	
  Ohio	
  43082	
  	
  
Office:	
  614.882.0839	
  
Mobile:	
  614.288.3942	
  
Email:	
  tmackay@vmware.com 
 
 


